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FINDING the CURE

Stacie ). Stephenson combines her passion for cancer
eradication with a creative intuition to chair
for Cancer Research's over-the-top Cures Gala.

By Elle Cashin

Stacie ]. Stephenson is somewhat of an anomaly. As a licensed
meduzl doctor, she has spent 15 yem developing d.lnk:al practices
ughout the Mid g in

somehow she finds time o be ever the active socialite. SheLs
sophisticated and well spoken yet boasts a brilliant mane of
ﬁacely red hair. She’s an Mdequemlan and thrives in the

but can rock an h gown better than the rest.
Her world is full of seemingly incongruous ideas, but they often
come together through philanthropy.

Case in point: This month, Stephemon—alongﬂde her husband,
Richard J Stephenson—hosts the annual Cures Gala benefiting
Gateway for Cancer Research. She has been co-chairing the gala
since its blowout 25th anniversary in 2016 (which raised a
luggedng $4.4 million) and, despite also being the chair of

d for Cancer Tr Centers of America,
has become something of a master party planner. “I never would
have thought, as a doctor doing such serious things for a living,
how fun fashion and design and event production could be,”
Stephenson says. “It’s been like a second career for me. I wasa
competitive ice skater for 16 years—I suspect that’s where some of
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my creativity comes from.”

Ninety-nine cents of every dollar raised at the gala goes directly
toward cutting-edge phase one and phase two clinical research across
the globe through Gateway for Cancer Research. “Our thinking is, if
there’s something going on Switzerland, in Germany;, in Japan, that
needs funding—and if we funded, that we could help peoplk in the
United States—why wouldn’t we?” Stephenson says. “The enemy is
cancer. It crosses all bound all ages, statuses,
and we just need to find the answer. We don’t need to worry about
who did it first; we just need be part of getting it done.”

When Stephenson is involved, you can guarantee those answers will
get that muchclnaer ‘[lus year's Studio 54-themed Cures bash will
feature an ultraluxe live auction, decad
cuisine and avdm\lelmofghmour It all goes back to those beautiful
juxtapositions at the core of who Stephenson is. “I never forget that
music and and socializing late your immune system,”
she says. “So while we work in an ext extremely serious field—we're
working at saving lives every ¢ day—[ aho know that joy feeds your
soul” Now. 2, Center Hozel,
#Hekets $1,000, gatewayer.org
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